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The (London) Echo. 

"The International Arbitration and Peace Association of 
London has, with reference to the recent action of France 
in Madagascar, addressed a letter to its sister Society at 
Paris, inquiring whether it would not be possible to have 
the question of the true interpretation of the treaty of 
1885 referred to arbitration. The difficulty which has 
arisen appears to turn mainly upon the meaning of that 
treaty and of certain subsidiary documents which the 
Hovas decline to ratify. It would certainly seem that 
points of dispute as to the interpretation of words in a 
treaty are, of all others, suitable for the impartial and 
unprejudiced judgment of arbitrators. Such difficulties 
involve no question of " honor" or prestige, and to them, 
therefore, the great principle of the peace-makers should 
be most easily applied. 

The Association in question has also taken this oppor- 
tunity of recording an opinion that it is highly improper 
that Englishmen, whether retired officers or civilians, 
should take service with the Hovas, under present circum- 
stances. It is certainly a grave neglect of duty towards 
their own country, if not reprehensible on grounds of gen- 
eral principle, that Englishmen should, for their own grat- 
ification or advantage, do aught which may increase hos- 
tile feeling in France towards us. Such persons proba- 
bly know nothing as to the merits of the dispute ; and in 
any case such action on their part will only tend to occa- 
sion or prolong a disastrous conflict, in which the Hovas 
are sure to be defeated in the end. We trust that the re- 
port may turn out to be false, or that such acts may be 
those of two or three individvals at the most." — Hodg- 
son Pratt. 

Union Signal. 

The decisions of courts of arbitration, while by no 
means universally satisfactory, have been on the whole 
reasonably fair and in the vast majority of cases both 
parties have preferred to acquiesce in the decision rather 
than to prolong a doubtful and costly strife. Public 
opinion also has acted as a powerful agent and is always 
in favor of acquiescence after both parties have been 
given an impartial hearing. 

We do not believe that courts of arbitration are the 
final settlement of the labor problem, but we do believe 
that they are an invaluable if not indispensible means to 
that final settlement. The demand of workmen for higher 
wages or against reduction of wages in any specific case 
is only in another form the old historic cry of the Anglo- 
Saxon for "redress of grievances." But as a race we have 
learned well the lesson that mere temporary redress of 
grievances is of little worth. The next step has always 
been, must always be, if permanent results are to be 
achieved , to render further grievances impossible . Behind 
the grievance lies the cause of the grievance. 

We need to emphasize more and more forcibly the doc- 
trines of Peace and International Arbitration which form 
a fundamental part of our platform of principles ; but we 
also need to aid, as never before, in bringing about the 
day when the nations of the earth shall value principles 
above power and shall count their greatest wealth in the 
prosperity and righteousness of their citizens. 
Pacific Banner. 

The Department of Peace and Arbitration is making a 
vigorous effort to discountenance the Boys' Brigade, a 
military organization that is auxiliary to Sabbath Schools 



of any denominations that wish to introduce it. The 
department considers it rather inconsistent for a Sabbath 
School to teach a boy from the decalogue that he must 
not kill, and then give him a toy sword and plan mock 
battles for him in which he may " make believe " kill his 
classmates. It would be about as sensible to erect a 
gallows in the churchyard and tell the children to play 
hang one another. Not only are the various peace soci- 
eties, stopping the spread of the Boys' Brigade, but many 
of these juvenile military societies, which were formed to 
make the boys like the meek and lowly Jesus (who bade 
the apostle put up the sword into its sheath) , are disband- 
ing, either because the young soldiers have become quarrel- 
some in their organization, or because they thought they 
ought to be allowed to smoke and drink as real soldiers 
do. The United States government, by the way, allows 
its soldiers the use of narcotic and intoxicating drinks, 
and the only place in the State of Maine where lager beer 
can be legally sold is at the National Soldiers' Home, con- 
trolled by the United States government. 

Messiah's Kingdom. 

What does Christ think of War and our endless war 
preparations? With what feelings does He regard our 
Maxim guns, our torpedoes, and our battering rams? 
Does He like to see men devoting their skill and science 
to inventing new and deadly instruments for killing their 
fellow-men as fast as they can? Does it please him to 
watch our war manoeuvres ? To see what is going on in our 
great camps and forts and arsenals? 

We have only to ask the question to be absolutely sure 
of the answer. We know in our hearts and consciences 
what He thinks. We can almost hear Him saying — 

" I bless men and ye curse them, 
I love them and ye hate, 
Ye bite and tear each other, 
I suffer long and wait." 

We know that Christ is against war, and all that leads to 
war. He came, not to destroy, but to save — to save men 
from that want of love, love to God and to one another 
which is at the bottom of sin and misery — to save from 
the hatred which makes men fight and destroy one another 
and which must surely again and again have called forth 
the prayer of divinest pity — " Father forgive them, foi 
they know not what they do !" 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



The Upper House of the Hungarian Diet on the 5th. of 
October adopted by a majority of three a bill granting 
liberty of worship to all religious beliefs. 

The English Government has sent two cruisers from 
the Mediterranean squadron and two gunboats from the 
East India squadron to China. Six thousand English 
troops have also been sent from India to China to pro- 
tect the treaty ports. 

During the month there has been great activity in pol- 
itics in all the parties, preparatory to the approaching 
election. The leaders of all shades of political belief, 
Harrison, Reed, McKinley, Wilson, Russell, Hill, et al., 
have been constantly at their guns, and the rank and file 
of the parties have filled the land with their discussions. 
The prospects seem to be with the Republicans. 
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The great strike at Fall River, Mass., came to an end 
on the 29th of October. The manufacturers won. 

The German States are laying an embargo on American 
cattle and dressed meat, ostensibly as a protection against 
disease. 

The American section of the Alliance of the Presbyte- 
rian churches of the world met at Baltimore on the 30th 
ult. 

The Argentine Congress has voted a million dollars for 
the relief of the suffering caused by the recent earthquake 
in the provinces of San Juan and La Rioja. 

The young Empress of China committed suicide on the 
30th of October. She had suffered much from the Em- 
peror's violence, and finally took poison to end her 
troubles. 

William Booth, Commander-in-chief of the Salvation 
Army who has arrived in this country, was given a formal 
welcome in Carnegie Hall, New York, on the evening of 
October 22d. 

The Spanish Cabinet has resigned because the Minis- 
ters could not agree on measures to be introduced into 
the coming session of the Cortes, especially on the pro- 
posed tariff reform. 

Up to the 1st of November 2,448,200 silver dollars have 
been coined in our mints since their coinage was resumed 
four months ago. These dollars are now worth only 
forty-nine cents. 

Reports from many parts of the country indicate that 
business is generally beginning to revive. The gold re- 
serve in the treasury has gained several millions during 
the month. 

Mr. Allan, a resident of Melbourne, has invented an 
electric submarine torpedo boat, which can be sunk to 
any depth, kept submerged for three days, and run as 
fast as a surface boat. A successful experiment has 
been made with the model in the presence of many naval 
officers. 

The conflict in the German Cabinet over the proper 
treatment to be given to the Anarchists and Socialists 
has reached a crisis and on the 26ult. Chancellor von 
Caprivi handed in his resignation. The news of this has 
caused much sensation in Germany and throughout 
Europe. Count Waldersee may become Caprivi's 
successor. 

Belgium's first parliamentary election with universal 
suffrage was held on the 14th. of October. The law 
provided that one vote should be cast by all men over 25 
years old, with one year's residence in the district, two 
votes by married men and widowers paying five francs or 
more personal taxes, three by the educated classes. To 
this class belonged most of the priests and the total vote 
of the priesthood was thirty thousand. The clerical 
gains were considerable, therefore, the liberals having 
little more than held their own. The voting was com- 
pulsory, men being compelled to cast a ballot whether 
they understood the law or not. Some cast their votes 
for imaginary candidates. In the second ballot, Oct. 21, 
the Socialists gained many seats. 
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It has been decided by the Government to give Boston 
three dynamite coast defence guns. 

The German Social Democrats have been meeting in 
Congress at Frankfort, under the leadership of Mr. Lieb- 
knecht. 

It is estimated that the expenditure for pensions will 
remain stationary for two years, and that in 1896 the 
amount will decrease ten millions. 

The American Missionary Association held its 48th 
annual meeting in Lowell, on the 23d of October, under 
the presidency of Dr. Merrill E. Gates, President of 
Amherst College. 

Mrs. Marv A. Woodbridge, Corresponding Secretary 
of the National Woman's Christian Temperance Union, 
and Secretary of the World's Woman's Christian Temper- 
ance Union, died at Chicago on Thursday night, October 
25th. 

The Mohonk Indian Conference met on the 12th of 
October. It surpassed all its predecessors in the number 
of its attendants, more than three hundred and fifty per- 
sons being present. Attention was given specially to the 
subject of Indian education. 

Hon. Thomas F. Bayard, United States Ambassador 
to Great Britain, has returned to this country for a short 
stay. He pays a high tribute to the English people and 
speaks warmly of the unbounded courtesy and kindness 
which he has everywhere met on the other side of the 
water. 

The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions met at Madison, Wisconsin, from the 10th to the 
13th of October. Thirty-nine corporate members of the 
Board were elected. Able papers were read on various 
aspects of mission work, and efforts were made to set on 
foot measures for the financial relief of the Board. 

Rev. David Swing, the distinguished independent 
preacher of Chicago, died at his home in that city on the 
3d of October. A Presbyterian in his early ministry, he 
was tried for heresy in 1873-74. As a result of this, 
though acquitted, he withdrew from that denomination 
and founded an independent church, of which he contin- 
ued to be pastor until his death. His congregations were 
larger than those of any other minister in the west. 



